
Secretary of State

Concord, NH

October 7,2079

Dear Secretary Gard

I hereby file a com

procedure regardi

on october 7'h,2OL

could run for the c

could not file as a

I believe this is in d

Commission to be

established a cha

commrssron mem

RSA 49-B:4 states.

669:l-9, except that

on the Friday of

lf following the sta

fourth Wednesday

September 2019 in

September ballot,

Unless the city of M

2019,it is in direct

I respectfully reque

above.

Sincerely,

/1'(,
Mark Warden

215 Laxson Ave. NH 03103

. Gardner

int against the Manchester City Clerk's office and challenge the city's election

the election of charter commission members on the upcoming November ballot.

I requested from the Manchester City Clerk's office a declaration of candidacy so I

rter commission. I was told by the Clerk staff that the filing period has passed and I

date. I am a registered voter in Manchester and meet candidacy requirements.

t violation of the statute that allowed for the Manchester School District Charter

ablished and filled. HB 544, which was signed into law on or about July 1-0, 201-9,

commission for the Manchester school district. The legislation states that charter

shall be elected in accordance with RSA 49-8:4.

larations of candidacy for the commission shall be filed as provided in RSA

filing period shall begin on the fourth Wednesday before the election and end

following week." (Emphasis mine.)

te, the filing period in Manchester should begin on October 8,2019, which is the

fore the election (on November 5, 2019). Although there was a primary election in

nchester, charter commission member candidates were not listed on any

the election for said commission is in the November election.

nchester opens the filing period for charter commission members on October 8,

olation of the letter and spirit of the law in my opinion.

an inquiry by your office and to correct any election law infractions regarding the

| / /)
(rg/6CtaW--,--



CHAPTER 174

HB 544 - FINAL VERSION

2019 SESSION

19-0405
08104

HOUSE BTLL 544

AN ACT relative to the of the Manchester school district.

SPONSORS: Rep. Long, Hi

COMMITTEE: Education

ls. 10

ANALYSIS

This bill requires the esta ishment of a charter commission to recommend a procedure to revise, amend, or replace

the Manchester school charter without legislative approval.

Explanation: Matter added to

Matter removed from current
urrent law appears in bold' italics.

Matter which is either (a) all
19-0405
08/04

AN ACT relative to the go

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nineteen

rnance of the Manchester school district.

BeitE by the Senate and House of Representatiues in General Court conuened:

174:l New Subdivision;

section 14 the following ne

hester School District Charter Commission. Amend RSA 49-B by inserting after

subdivision:
Manchester School District Charter Commission

I District; Charter Commission Established.

awappearst@
ew or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.

all be established to develop a local procedure, which does not require the approval ofthe

d., or replace the Manchester school district charter, established in 1846 as amended in

1848, as amended by cha r 301 of the 1909 Laws of New Hampshire, as amended by chapter 323 of the 1909 Laws

of New Hampshire, as am by chapter 249 of the 1915 Laws of New Hampshire, as amended by chapter 3O2 of

49-B:15 Manchester Sc

I. A charter commissron s

legislature, to revise, ame

the 1915 Laws of New H

commission shall submit
district charter in the for

mpshire, as amended by chapter 52 of the 1972 Laws of New Hampshire. The charter

recommendations for a procedure to revise, amend, or replace the Manchester school

of a ballot question to the Manchester school district voters for a vote at the November

2020 regular election. If t ballot question is approved then the Manchester school district charter shall be revised,

amended, or replaced in
the date the ballot ques

dance with the local procedure approved b'l the school district voters and, effective on

n is approved, the Manchester school district shall be solely responsible for revising,

amending, or replacing th charter.
IL(a) The charter commr ion shall consist of 9 members

district, and who shall run without party designation.

who shall be registered voters of the Manchester school



(b) The election of charter
2019 in accordance with RS

IIL The charter commlssl
this chapter and shall
174:2 Repeal. The followi
I. 1846, as amended by 1

amendedby 1915, 302, as a

IL RSA 49-8:15, relative
174:3 Contingency. If
election to adopt a school

amend the charter withou
charter established in 1

1975, 249, as amended by
such ballot question is a
174:4 Effective Date.
I. Section 2 ofthis act sha
II. The remainder of this

Approved: July 10, 2019
Effective Date:
[. Section 2 shall take
II. Remainder shall take

mission members shall be held in coniunction with the regular November elections in
49-B:4.

shall have a1l the powers and duties of a charter commission established pursuant to
with the provisions of this chapter, except as otherwise indicated in this section.

8, as amended by 1909, 301 as amended by 1909, 323 as amended by L9L5,249,
ended by \972,52, relative to the Manchester city charter amendments.

the Manchester school district charter commrssron.

hester school district voters approve a ballot question at the November 2020 regular
district charter which includes a procedure to allow the Manchester school district to
the approval of the legislature, and to repeal the existing Manchester school district
as amended by 1848, as amended by 1909, 301 as amended by 1909, 323 as amended by

915, 302, as amended by L972,52, then section 2 of this act shall take effect on the date
Ifthe ballot question is not approved section 2 ofthis act shali not take effect.

take effect as provided in section 3 ofthis act.
shall take effect upon its passage.

as provided in section D.

t July 10, 2019.



49-9:4 Charter Com

and elected as hereinafter drovided.
(a) Within 5 days after the

(b) Members shall be e

before the election and
IL Within 5 days after the
those elected to the

electing from its me

proceedings and may em

commission, and shall

commlssron account.
(b) In addition to tunds

any source other than the

submission of its final

municipality's surplus

comments. and other

charter which the commi

provided in RSA 49-B:4-p,1.
(b) The preliminary reporf shall include a written opinion by an attomey admitted to the bar of this state that the

on; Membership; Procedure; Preliminary Report. -
I. The charter commission $hall consist of 9 members, all of whom shall be registered voters of the municipality

ine for requesting a recount of a vote confirming the establishment of a charter
commission, or within 5 d{ys after the recount if a recount is requested, the municipal officers shall meet to
order a special election to pe held on a Tuesday not less than 35 days or more than 60 days after such meeting
for the purpose of electing]charter commission members provided, however, that in a municipality with biennial
elections, the special electilon shall be held on a Tuesday not less than 25 days or more than 133 days after such
meeting. For purposes of tlris subparagraph, the provisions of RSA 40:4-c relative to recounts shall apply, except
that a recount must be reqriested no later than the first Friday following the vote.

in the same manner as the municipal officers except that they shall be elected at
large and without party deiignation. The names of the candidates shall be arranged on the ballot in an order
determined by lot, publicl$ selected by the city or town clerk. Declarations of candidacy for the commisston
shall be filed as provided iF RSA 669:19, except that the filing period shall begin on the fourth Wednesday

on the Friday of the following week.
line under RSA 669:30 for requesting a recount, the municipal clerk shall notiff

commission of the date, time, and place of the organizational meeting of the charter
commission. However, if { recount is requested, such notice shall be given within 5 days after the last recount is
completed. The date, timeJ and place of the organizational meeting shall be fixed by the clerk. The date shall be
at least 7 days and not mofe than l4 days after the date of the notice. The charter commission shall organrzeby

a chairperson, a vice chairperson and a secretary and shall file notice thereof with the
municipal clerk. Vacancief occurring on the commission shall be filled by vote of the commission from the
voters of the municipality.iMembers shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed from the
commission's account for pxpenses lawfully incurred by them in the performance of their duties.
III. The charter commissi$n may adopt rules and regulations governing the conduct of its meetings and

such legal, research, clerical, or other employees and consultants as are deemed
necessary within the limit$ of its budeet.
IV. (a) A municipality sha[ provide its charter commission, free of charge, with suitable office space and with
reasonable access to facililties for holding public hearings, may contribute clerical and other assistance to such

it it to consult with and obtain advice and information from municipal officers,
off,rcials, and employees $.rring ordinary business hours. The municipal officers shall credit to the charter
commission's account a srim of at least S100. A municipality may appropriate additional funds to the charter

funds may be raised by taxation, borrowed, or transferred from surplus.
available by a municipality, the charter commission account may receive funds

from any other source, puplic or private, provided that no contribution of more than $50 shall be accepted from
icipality unless the name and address of the person or agency making the

contribution and the amo$nt of the contribution are disclosed in writing filed with the clerk. Within 30 days after
the charter commission shall file with the clerk a complete account of all its

receipts and expenditures lfor public inspection. Any balance remaining in its account shall be credited to the

V. Before issuing its preli{ninary report, the charter commission shall hold at least 2 public hearings, scheduled
at its discretion. At least Qne of such hearings shall be for the purpose of receiving information, views,

material relative to its functions and at least one shall be for the purpose of
explaining, in general tenfrs, its proposed preliminary report and receiving comments on its proposal. The
commission may, but is nft required to, provide a draft of its preliminary report at the latter hearing. Notice of
each such hearing shall b$ posted in at least 2 public places in the municipality and published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the fnunicipality at least 7 days before the date of the meeting.
VI. (a) The charter commission shall file with the municipal clerk a preliminary report including the text of the

intends shall be submitted to the voters and any explanatory information the
commission deems desiraple, and shall provide suffrcient copies of the preliminary report to the municipal clerk
to permit its distribution tp each voter requesting it. The commission shall also file the preliminary report with
the secretary of state, the pttorney general, and the commissioner of the department of revenue administration as



Source. 1994. Il2:1. eff.

669217-c Candidate N
the state which requires
bonding under RSA 4l:6,
office no later than the las
town's bonding agent who

Source. 2004, 184:3, eff.

669217-d Discontinui
treasurer office, the per
continue to hold office un
time the elected office of

Source. 2007. 35:8. eff. J

669:18 Nominations;
provided in RSA 669:12,

Source. 1979, 410:1, eff.

669219 Nominations;
system as provided in RS
the filing period for town
person before the town cl
the following week befi
in substantially the fol

Source. 1979, 410:l .

20tt.

669:20 Nomination P

669t21Number of

Iy 10,1994.

Section 669217-c

cation to Selectmen. - Any person who has been removed from any position in
ding and who subsequently becomes a candidate for any elected office that requires

ll inform the governing body in that town of all facts relevant to the removal from
day of the frling period for candidates. The board of selectmen shall then inform the
hall determine the candidate's ability to be bonded under RSA 4l:6.

n. 1,2005.

Section 669217-d

Office of Elected Treasurer. - When a town votes to discontinue an elected
holding the elected offrce of treasurer at the time of the vote to discontinue it shall
I the annual town election first following the discontinuance of the office. at which

shall terminate irrespective of the length of that officer's term.

ly 13,2007.

By Official Ballot

Section 669:18

n Ballot System. - In a town which has adopted the partisan ballot system as

ominations shall be made by caucus as provided in RSA 669:37-669:53.

uly L,1979.

Section 669:19

partisan Ballot System. - In a town which has adopted the nonpartisan ballot
669:13, all candidates shall file a declaration of candidacy with the town clerk durins
ndidates. All candidates who file on the last day of the filine period shall do so in
. The filing period shall begin on the seventh Wednesday and end on the Friday of

the town election. Such declaration of candidacy shall be prepared by the town clerk
g form: I, declare that I am domiciled in the town of

t I am a registered voter therein; that I am a candidate for the office of
y request that my name be printed on the official nonpartisan ballot of the town of

, 154:1. 1987 ,299:4. 1988, 126:2. 1994, 4:3I.2008, 148:2. 2011,40:1, eff. July 8,

Section 669:20

tions. - [Repealed 2008, 148:4,I, eff. Aug. 5, 2008.]

Section 669:.21

tions. - [Repealed 2008, 748:4,II, eff. Aug. 5, 2008.]
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-'-RbN i oFFrcB oF THE CrTY CLERK - MANCHESTER, NH

NEfA]AT\\ nu,Ncs FoR NoN-PARTISAN MUNICIPAL PRIMARY ELE

ffi/ i tEPrEMBERlT,2ore

WZ I rrrrxc pERroD: July 8, 2019 to Jury tg,20rg
| (Current as of: 7/19/2019 at 5:00 p.m.)
I

SCHOOL CHARTTER COMMISSION MEMBER
I

Name I Address File Date

Leslie Want 623 Belmont Street 7t8t2019
Pat Long 112 Hollis Street 7t8t2019
Tim Baines 75 Stark Street. Apt. 1 7/8t2019
Jimmv Lehoux 220 S. Hall Street 71912019

Matthew Pins 408 Rimmon Street #1 719t20r9
James R. Gaudr 153 Rovsan Street 7lt0l20l9
Ross W. Terrio 130 S. Cvnress Street 7/r0t20r9
Lou D'Allesand :o 332 St. James Avenue 7nt/2019
Marv C. Freitar 279 Candia Road 7/lu20r9
Glenn RJ. Ouel ette 112 Auburn Street 7tt2t20r9
Karen Soule 79 Riverwalk Wav 7/t5t20r9
Garv Hamer 221 Svlvester Street 711512019

Susan C. Lord 66 Alexander Drive 7lt5tz0t9
Michael'6Mike Looez 191 Woodbury Street 7t15t20r9
Kathleen N. Su livan 192 S. Mammoth Road 7l16l20r9
Andre Rosa 408 Rimmon Street # 2 7/r6t2019
Shannon Molor EY 7 Eaele Nest Way 7n6t2019
Shane Rozamu 7 Easle Nest Wav 7lr6t20r9
Amv Allen 136 Lons Pond Brook Wav 7n6t2019
William John I rfantine 89 Windward Lane 7n6t2019
Candace Moul ,n 211 S. Elm Street #l 7/16/2019
John Clavton 241 North Street 7n7t20t9
Jon Claude Ho lwood 445 Mast Road 7/17t2019
Ben Dion 35 Dewev Street 7n7t20r9
Joede C. Brow 169 Cartier Street #3 7tr7t20r9
Lisa M. Freem n 28 Dearborn Street 7/18/2019
Albert "Al" Je ntgan 428 Candia Road 7t19t20r9
Linda Garrish fhomas 265 Edward J Rov Drive. Unit 210 7n9/2019
Joseoh Lachar :e 555 S. Commercial Street #401 7/19t20r9
William R. Ro 23 Cambridse Court 7n9t2019
Carla Gericke 63 Durette Court 7119t2019
Amv Bradlev 895 Bridse Street 7n9t2019
Glenn B. Turp on 91 Wilmot Street 7n9/20r9
Robert R. Aml rogr 1280 Union Street 7trgt20r9
Sarah Ambror 1280 Union Street 7n9t2019
Amber Jodoin 152 N. Adams Street 7lr9l20r9
Ann Kalaskv 14 Rosewood Lane 7trgt20l9

ELECTION



10t7t2019

How

How to File for Office

to File for

Becoming a Candidate for Office

xNow Available:

At every municipal general
school committeemen at-la
moderator, one ward clerk

, the following officers shall be elected: The mayor, two aldermen at-large, two
e, the commissioner of welfare and one alderman, one school committee member, one

nd three selectmen by the voters in each ward. The next schedules municipal election
for these positions will be primary in September of 2019. For more information regarding the upcoming

I the Office of the City Clerk at (603) 624-6455.municipal elections, please

In order to run for an position in Manchester City Government, an individual must have the following
following completed applicable forms to the City Clerk during the filing period:oualifications and submit

' Nominating Petitions

. Assent to Candidacy

Declarations of Candidacy be accepted when the 2019 municipal filing period opens at B:00 a.m. on July B,

2019 through 5:00 p.m. July 19, 2019. There is no better way to make a difference in your local government
than serving in any one of variety of elected positions!

Mayor

r Must be a citizen of th

. Must be a resident of
of office

United States by birth or naturalization

nchester for one (1) year preceding and shall continue to be a resident during the term

Must be a registered a qualified voter in Manchester

File a Declaration of cy

. Submit a filing fee of oire hundred dollars ($100.00) to the Office of the City Clerk, Two hundred
(200) Nominating completed and signed by registered voters in the city of Manchester may be
submitted in lieu of th$ filing fee. Nominating Petitions will not be accepted by the City Clerk without first
submitting a notarizedlAssent to Candidacy form.

Alderman or At-Large

. Must be a citizen of th United States by birth or naturalization

a domicile in Manchester durinq the term of officeMust have and mainta

Must be a registered

File a Declaration of

qualified voter in Manchester

idacy

dollars ($50.00) to the Office of the City Clerk. One hundredSubmit a filing fee of
(100) Nominating ions completed and signed by registered voters residing in the ward of the candidate may
be submitted in lieu the filing fee. Nominating Petitions will not be accepted by the City Clerk without first

Assent to Candidacy form.submitting a nota

https://www.manchesternh. ity-ClerUVoter-Registration-and-Elections/How-to-File-for-Office 'U2



10t7t2019

School Committee or
. Must be a citizen of the

r Must have and maintain

r Must be a registered

File a Declaration of

Submit a filing fee of
completed and signed
filing fee. Nominating
to Candidacy form.

Moderator, Ward

r Must be a citizen of the

. Must have and maintai

r Must be a registered

File a Declaration of Ca

There are no filing

Chafter Commission

. Must be a citizen of

' Must have and maintai

r Must be a registered

' File a Declaration of

. There are no filing

Note: Chafter Commi
next scheduled charter

If you have any questi

t

t

I

I

https://www.manchesternh ClerUVoter-Registration-and-Elections/How-to-File-for-Office 2t2

How to File for Office

Committee At-Large

ted States by birth or naturalization

domicile in Manchester during the term of office

qualified voter in Manchester

-five dollars ($25.00) to the Office of the City Clerk. Fifty (50) Nominating Petitions
registered voters residing in the ward of the candidate may be submitted in lieu of the
titions will not be accepted by the City Clerk without first submitting a notarized Assent

Selectman

United States by birth or naturalization

a domicile in Manchester durinq the term of office

qualified voter in Manchester

idacy

United States by birth or naturalization

a domicile in Manchester durinq the term of office

qualified voter in Manchester

are elected to review the City Charter not less than once every ten (10) years. The
will likely occur sometime in 2022.

please contact us at (603) 624-6455 or via Email.


