Transcribed by Laurie Ortolano from Audio File
Ethics Review Committee Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2025

Members Present: 	Attorney Bush, Chairman
			Mike Tabascko
Attorney Sullivan, counsel for the ERC
Gary Perrin, ERC Clerk

Laurie Ortolano, Complainant
Derek Thibeault, Respondent

Meeting began approximately 6:45 PM.

BUSH: So we have a situation tonight. This is the Ethics Review Committee. We have six members of the committee, one who has resigned in the fall. Two have indicated, one as recently as today, that they cannot sit on this case particular complaint because of a particular defendant. They believe that have to recuse themselves from this case. 
ORTOLANO: Can you say who that is? I think that should be public. We have done that before. BUSH: Uhm I am not here to answer your questions, Mrs. Ortolano. You’re interrupting me during a three minute presentation. In due course that may come in. I am not hear to answer your questions for you. 
ORTOLANO: Can you answer that as a RSA 91-A question? 
BUSH: Well, maybe we will get into that tomorrow. All I am trying to say…
SULLIVAN: Let me suggest this first. If you would let him finish what he wants to say right now, he will explain that. It is part of what he is supposed to say. There is one committee members name because it is a personal issue that we do not wish give that members name. 
ORTOLANO: I know Dave Tencza’s one because that was given me by name. I am just learning about these other two though and I don’t know. 
BUSH: Right, well on of the reasons we don’t want to give out information, we may give it out and if we have to legally, we will give it out…or even if you don’t have to give it out, we may give it out. if you let me finish but the other reason we don’t want to let you know because one of members had a family tragedy. Someone died today. That is why they can’t be here tonight . So ultimately[indiscernable]…. which will probably have to be sometime in January because there will only be three of us left. Then you are going to know by process of elimination, you will know who resigned from the committee and then you will know who the two who recused themselves from this particular defendant are.

So, It is all going to come out. We are not going to hide anything. I think it is very unfortunate we are in this situation.  Unfortunately, we cannot hear this case tonight. But that is where it is. So, we essentially have to get in touch with the – give this person time to grieve because again we just found out about this. We just found out about this.

ORTOLANO: Why didn’t you cancel before I came. 
BUSH: Because you were coming here at 7 and if I had cancelled before you came you would have complained that I cancelled before you came. 
ORTOLANO: I came at 6:30. 
BUSH: We came here at 6:30 and we are now doing this meeting. And we are going on the record and explain to whoever is here, in this case you, that we have a case and it is very recent, and the most recent, one of the parties recused himself a long time ago. 
ORTOLANO: One resigned, flat out resigned I got an email on that. 
BUSH: Right, one resigned. I think you can probably figure it out.
ORTOLANO: I have to go back and look. I can’t remember who resigned. I know Tencza recused.  And just so you know when I am in an Aldermen meeting, if the Mayor is missing because he is at a funeral, they will say he had a death in the family, they just tell you. I don’t consider it a secret .
BUSH: Well, you can file a lawsuit in Superior Court – 
ORTOLANO: You know what, go screw yourself, Mr. Bush. Go screw yourself. 
BUSH: You’re on the record.
ORTOLANO: I don’t mind being on the record at all. That was uncalled for from a man who is an attorney.
BUSH: No.
SULLIVAN: Can I say this…
BUSH: We are not going to get into a long… we have explained it. This is not…we are not going there. We are going to have an ultimate hearing on the merits of your case, on the merits of your case when we get the third member present. We are going to extend all the social graces due to the member of the committee who lost the family member. We are not going to accelerate it. I am going to get in touch with that person, the holidays are coming up. Three weeks from today is Christmas. And probably in January, we are going to hear your complaint on the merits - the three remaining committee members. Assuming that third committee member is still willing to hear that case. And so, the three remaining committee as it relates this case, will hear your complaint.
ORTOLANO: I don’t understand why you are saying we are have a hearing. I thought this was a screening meeting.  So, the first thing you do is screen. Are you telling me we are having a hearing. 
BUSH: This meeting is adjourned.
SULLIVAN: I can explain..
BUSH: Well, Not in my presence. 
SULLIVAN: All right I will explain it afterwards.
BUSH: I am not getting into this. When someone tells me to screw myself in a public forum.
ORTOLANO: And when someone tells me to engage the City in a lawsuit and you’re a lawyer and you push for lawsuits. You deserve everything you got.
BUSH: Well, we will see. .
ORTOLANO Toughen up, get a spine and get a thick skin. you’re a big boy.
BUSH: You will see what a big boy I am. 
ORTOLANO: Yeah, I will. 
BUSH: All right, that’s enough.
SULLIVAN: I am happy to talk to you for a few minutes.

Not part of the official record. As Attorney Bush exited the meeting, he stated “you have no class.” I stayed and spoke with Attorney Sullivan.

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 
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